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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY KISSINGER 


FROM: 


Mr. Clift 



ACTION 
May 1, 1975 



SUBJECT: 


Papal Message on the Vietnamese Refugee Situation 


t 


With the memorandum at Tab III, the Department of State reports that 
on March 28 Pope Paul sent a message to the President expressing his 
concern over the refugee situation in Vietnam and pleading that the 
President make every effort to evacuate the Vietnamese refugees. 

At Tab I for your signature to the President is a memorandum which 
would forward an updated reply (in keeping with your guidance at Tab II) 
to Pope Paul reflecting recent events in Vietnam. 

The President's message has been cleared with Paul Theis. 

Bill Stearman concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab 

2. Following Presidential approval, that Jeanne Davis transmit to 
State the text of the President's message for immediate dispatch 
to the Vatican. 


I. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



S ■ 

AC TION 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Henry A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: Papal Message on the Refugee Situation 

in Vietnam 



Pope Paul has sent a message to you (at Tab B) through Ambassador 
Lodge expressing concern over the plight of the refugees in Vietnam 
and requesting that you make every effort to evacuate these people. 

At Tab A for your approval is a reply to Pope Paul which would 
express your concern for the plight of the Vietnamese refugees, 
outline our assistance efforts to date, provide assurances that these 
efforts will continue and request that he issue a general appeal for 
the safe evacuation of refugees from threatened areas. 

Your message has been cleared with Paul Theis. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the cable to Pope Paul at Tab A. 

APPROVE DISAPPROVE_ 
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Your Holiness: 

Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge has conveyed to me your grave 
concern for the Vietnamese refugees in Da Nang. I fully share 
this concern and assure you that our efforts continue to assist 
refugees throughout Vietnam. 

At the time of your message, I had ordered an air and sea 
evacuation of Da Nang using all resources available to us. I have 
also appealed to other nations, as well as to United Nations Secretary 
General Waldheim, to assist in this effort. The United States will 
continue to make every effort to evacuate as many people as possible 
from threatened areas in South Vietnam. We have been gratified that 
a number of countries are participating in this effort. 

In this regard, I would be grateful if you would issue a general 
appeal calling for the safe evacuation of refugees from threatened areas. 
I believe that this would contribute to the goal we share of alleviating 
human suffering. 


Sincerely, 


Gerald R. Ford 



His Holiness 
Pahl IV 

Vatican City, Italy 
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Message From The Pope To The President 

The condition of the refugees in Vietnam is approaching 
catastrophy and if something is not done within 24 hours a 
catastrophy is certain. There are 600,000 refugees in Da Nang 
and their evacuation is urgently necessary. I plead to you, 

Mr. President, to make every effort to save these miserable people. 


March 28, 1975 
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AC TION 
April 3, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR SECR 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



Y KISSINGER 




o 


Mr. Clift 

IS -* XL 

M 

Papal Message on the Refugee Situation in Vietnam 


With the memorandum at Tab II, the Department of State reports 
that on March 28 Pope Paul sent a message to the President 
expressing his concern over the refugee situation in Vietnam and 
pleading that the President make every effort to evacuate these 
people. 

At Tab I for your signature to the President is a memorandum which 
would forward a reply to Pope Paul. 

The Presidents message has been cleared with Paul Theis. 

Bill Stearman concurs. 

RE C OMME NDATION 

1. That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab L 




2. Following Presidential approval, that Jeanne Davis transmit 
to State the text of the Presidents message for immediate 
dispatch to the Vatican, 
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April .2, 1975 

CONFIDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Papal Message to the President 

on Vietnam 


On March 28 Pope Paul VI sent a message to the 
President expressing his concern with the Vietnamese 
refugees in DaNang and pleading with the President 
to make every effort to evacuate these people. The 
Pope's verbal message was delivered to Ambassador 
Henry Cabot Lodge, the President's Special Envoy 
to the Vatican. 
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IMMEDIATE ROME 


STADIS 



E•0• llbSS: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PINT-. VS, VT 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT TO THE POPE 

FOR ILLING 

1. ILLING REQUESTED TO DELIVER FOLLOWING PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGE TO THE VATICAN: 


WH 

RPG tV ' 
AAHJ^ ( L; 

L P ; 

i 

RM ! 

S/S 


s. BEGIN TEXT: YOUR HOLINESS: AMBASSADOR HENRY CABOT 
LODGE CONVEYED TO ME YOUR GRAVE CONCERN FOR THE VIETNAMESE 
REFUGEES IN DA NANG- I FULLY SHARE YOUR DEEP CONCERN AND 
ASSURE YOU THAT OUR EFFORTS CONTINUE TO ASSIST REFUGEES 
THROUGHOUT VIETNAM. 

AT THE TIME OF YOUR MESSAGE-. I HAD ORDERED AN AIR AND SEA 
EVACUATION OF DA NANG USING ALL RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US. 

I HAVE ALSO APPEALED TO OTHER NATIONS, AS WELL AS TO UNITED 
NATIONS SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM, TO ASSIST IN THIS 
EFFORT. THE UNITED STATES WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE EVERY 
CONCEIVABLE EFFORT TO EVACUATE AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE 
FROM THREATENED AREAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM- UE HAVE BEEN 
GRATIFIED THAT A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES ARE PARTICIPATING IN 
THIS EFFORT. 


IN THIS REGARD, I APPEAL TO YOU TO ASK ALL PARTIES 
CONCERNED IN VIETNAM TO PERMIT THE SAFE EVACUATION OF 
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REFUGEES FROM ANY AREA WHERE IT IS NECESSARY. AN ' 

ASSURANCE OF SAFE EVACUATION WILL HELP TO ALLEVIATE THE ' 

HUMAN SUFFERING AND ASSIST IN TRANSPORTING THE REFUGEES i 

TO SAFE AREAS. SINCERELY-, GERALO FORO- END TEXT. YV 
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THE POPE TO THE PRESIDENT 


i ARCHSI SHOP hfc'NELLl CALLED KE TO HIS OFFICE AT 2143 LOCAL 

TIKE TONIGHT TO GIVE ME THE FOLLOWING VERbAL MESSAGE FROM THE 

pope to president ford: • 


2, 5pGIN' MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT: THE CONDITION Or THE REFU“ 
rs-KA tk VIETNAM IS APPROACHiNu CATAS7ROPHY ANO IF SUKEThlNG 

I® NOV DONE !•-1T r*. I:; 2< HOURS A C AT ASTR'JPmY IS CEhTAIN. THERE 
AHE 5*44,3«fv ’REFUGEES IN OANANG AND THEIR tVACUAT iLm IS URGciiiuY 
NECESSARY« I PLEAD TC YOU,'MR. PRESIDENT, TC MAKE EVERY EF¬ 
FORT TO SAVE THESE MISERABLE PEOPLE. END Dp MESSAGE TO THE 

PRESIDENT. 

• 

3, BENELUX RANKS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE POPE AND THE SECY CF 
STATE AS NUMBER THKct MAN AND Ht HAS UNQUESTIONABLY PERSONALLY 

Instructed by the pope to give me the' above message for de¬ 
livery TO THE PRESIDENT« 

4 I DREW ON DEPARTMENT'S 01691(35 AND TOLD HIM WE TOO HAD 
HEARD Th*'• T THEHt ARt c<1.5 1 £Cw REFUGEES IN DANANG, I ASSURED 

ht, v . y r ‘at Th t u,s. fully shared poke's concern over thc. 'kefu- 
gees an: were exploring on urgent BASIS Every way Or allevi¬ 
ating 7 -.S human surr EKING AND TRANSPORTING THE REFUGEES TO 

SAFER AREAS, 

5. I ASSURED HIM I WOULD DELIVER HIS MESSAGE, BEAUDRY 
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